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What are the odds of finding buried treasure?

Statistics wouldgrove that the odds are againstit. Every now and then, an
exceptioensecCurs. Yesterday, a story broke on FOX news.about a famous
painting that was discovered in a church closet.beneath a stack of
worthless art reproductions. It made me pause to/wonder if we had been
careful in discarding #unk$on our church clean-up day! Hopefully, there
were no hidden treasures in the trash. | also heard yesterday about an
incredibly unique buried treasure. This treasure was a story about/Irena
Sendler and it had been buried by communism for forty five years./ It was
uncovered in 1999 by four students and a teacher in a.rural Kansas high
school. Their discovery led to a play that has carried Irena’s story all over
the world. Who is Irena Sendler and why is her story considered an
unearthed treasure? Although she would dismiss the accolades, this
Polish catholic social worker was a modern day Moses or Esther. Against
all odds, she rescued 2500 Jewish children from the Warsaw Ghetto in
1942. Knowing that death camp extermination was on the horizon for the
Eastern Jews, she found Polish families who were willing to risk their lives
to adopt these Jewish children that she smuggled out of the ghetto in
coffins, baskets and boxes. She promised the distraught Jewish mothers
that she would write down every child's name and the family information'so
that they could reunite after the war. She keptthose names in ajarthat she
buried in a garden. Although most of the Jewish parents were
exterminated in the gas chambers of the death camps, the children
survived. Irena was imprisoned and tortured by the Germans, yet she too
survived, against all odds, to tell her story. Now her story is being
proclaimed around the world through the high school play, #ife in a Jar§ a
biography, Mother of the Holocaust Children and the Hallmark movie, #The
Courageous Heart of Irena Sendlerd Before she died last year on May
12" at the age of 98, this heroine who had been nominated for the.2007
Nobel Peace Prize, declared that the real heroines of her story were the
Jewish mothers and grandmothers who selfishly gave up their children in
1942. She asked all mothers to pause on this Mother's Day in 2009 and
remember those mothers. Let's pause to remember and ask God to give
us the courage of Irena Sendler who risked it all to accomplish God's
purpose.

On Sunday morning we began a new series entitled: Against All Odds .
It's a study on the life of Moses and how God called him and commissioned
him although the odds were against him. Moses survived Pharaoh's
attempt to abort and annihilate the Jewish race and then was called to
deliver them from slavery and death in Egypt's work camps. Throughout
history, from Pharaoh to Haman; from Hitler to Hamas, evil plots have
failed to extinguish God's chosen people. God heard the cries from the
work camps of Egypt and the death camps of Treblinka and the Jewish
race has survived. God used a fugitive in Midian, a Jewess exile in Persia,
and a Gentile social worker in Poland to accomplish His plan. He
specializes inworking against the odds. That should give us hope. God is
looking for Christians who will live for Him% against all odds!

I being your Pastor,
Steve

flint river
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Well, summer is almost here.
Long days, lemonade, and sun
tans are here to stay. With that
said, we have some great
events coming up to get us
doubly excited for the summer.

DEREK SMITH

Y e Student Ministry

MUD BOWL Wednesday, May 20

On May 20 we are hosting our very first Flint

River Mud Bowl. The Mud Bowl is a mud

volleyball tournament and this event is open to

all students grades 6-12 and our friends. The

tournament is a co-ed tournament with each

team having 3 guys and 3 girls. There are middle

and high school divisions, and the winning team in

each division will win a $120 cash prize along with an

awesome trophy that will be mounted in our youth room along with the
names of the players on those teams. This event is totally free and team
registration forms are available in the church office, The Den, and the
frontwelcome center.

SUMMER CAMPS

Middle School June 17-20 @ Marshall Baptist
Retreat, Guntersville, AL

There is still room for you to sign up for our

Middle School Camp. Crazy games,

unbelievable fun, powerful worship, and life-
changing bible study will make for a God-sized week. The total cost per
student is $90 and is now due. Brochures and FRBC liability forms are
available in the church office, The Den, and the front welcome center.

High School July 23-26 @ Camp To-Know-
Him, Pisgah, AL

Registration for our High School Camp is also

now_open. Intentional games, passionate worship, and focused
messages are all part of the experience. The total cost per studentis only
$95, and a $40 deposit is now due. Brochures and FRBC liability forms
are available in the church office, The Den, and the front welcome center.

LIFE GROUP PROMOTION Sunday, May 17

Sunday, May 17 is our LIFE Group Promotion Day. All current 5" grade
students will become a part of our Middle School Ministry that morning,
and all seniors will officially move into our Young Professionals
Department as well. Middle School students meet at 9am in The Den for
LIFE Group, and the Young Professionals group meets at 10:30am for
LIFE group.

What a great time to be at Flint River! God is really doing some powerful
things in the life of our people. Feel free to drop me a line anytime if you
have any questions, concerns, or just want to share what God is doing in
your life.

@rabinsdte-E2eontion
honoring our High Sttuad landtiColilge S@dhstates
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May | introduce to you the month of May?
I love this month" so many flowers
blooming, trees leafed out, bugs a-flying,
good temperatures, schoolls almost
out" itls a grand time of the year! Itls
also one of the best times to host a block
party to meet your neighbors and once
again invest in their lives. Grill hamburgers and hot dogs, or simply
have desserts, but get to know your people. Let them know that, not
only do you go to a lot of church meetings, youl're actually a Christian
and want them to be one also! They!ll come to you if youlll give them a
chance. If you need help with your block party, give me a call. Ours is
scheduled injust a couple of weeks.

May is a huge month for preschool, children!s and student ministries,
because of Promotion Day on May 17. School is finished the following
week, and kids are tired of being in that grade, so we promote them to
the next age level in LIFE Groups and summer activities. Promotion
Day also completes the one-year #ontract$for LIFE Group teachers.
Many continue to teach for another year, but some choose to return to
adult classes. Thatls great! However, those leaders must be replaced
with fresh hearts, and the only place to obtain replacements is from
adultclasses. WalMart no longer stocks Sunday School teachers, and
Dillard!s never did. Won't you place your #¥ES$on the table and ask
God if He wants you to help out for a year? Derek needs six people,
Jason needs two couples, and Martha & Emily need three people.
That!s not many folks, considering the large numbers welre reaching.
Ask God what He!d have you do!

May is also preparation for Vacation Bible School, children!s and
student camps, and many summer activities for all age groups. Feel
free to volunteer to help out in these areas! Youlll receive such a
blessing, because Jesus told us #t!ls more blessed to give than to
receive.$ Feel free also to ask your LIFE Group teachers what your
class has planned to do during May. Itls awonderful month!

Itls also wonderful to serve you" regardless of the month!
Loveya,
Tommy

TOMMY MARSH
Discipleship Ministry

elcomel-c.

QFdhd  $1,616.00
Global Mi&Sions ~ $1,388.50

Total Giving $40,884.36
By Letter: By Baptism: April 12
Becca Frye Emily Frith General Fund $23,430.13
Craig Frye Will Frith Building Fund — $1,107.25
Emily Frye Maria Jansen Global Missions ~ $594.00
Lynn Frye Abby Morgan Total Giving $25,131.38
Nathan Frye William Oglesby April 19
Buster FI:Ith Hunter Posey General Fund $32,137.75
Jenny Frith Maggie Telaga Building Fund $1,232.50
Amanda Lemmons  Allison Turner Global Missions ~ $733.00
Rick Lemmon Total Giving $34,103.25
April 26
General Fund $32,281.96
. Building Fund $1,030.50
Jim Worgan Global Missions  $671.00
Total Giving $33,983.46
Ignite 2009 s a catalytic event that will empower
and encourage men to stand firm, stand together, A P
and prevail in the face of today!s challenges and
pressures. Letls go together on May 15-16, Two
Rivers Baptist Church in Nashville with Bill Dallas,
Steve Farrar, Miles McPherson, Les Parrott, === -
James Ryle, John Townsend, and Paul Aldrich.
Price is $89. Register atinfo@ignitemen.org or call LEN'\,\'AZn\éVA%SS?WS

888-244-2178. Be sure to let Lenny Woods or
Tommy know if youlve registered!

agreat big thank you tothe many who did so muchto help
nual Prism Music Conference a great success and
any worship leaders who were with us. Our people
ing gracious hosts and for doing things right for the

blessing for
are known for
glory of God!

There is so much Rappening here at Flint River through our Music
Ministry during the months of May and June, but none more exciting
than #reedom Celebkation 2009%

This year it will be ol Sunday afternoon/evening, June 28, with the
gates opening at 3:3@ pm. Our Artists for the day will be 33 miles,
Sarah Reeves ,The $hane Baker Band and/cKenzie Lockhart.

As always, we will gnhd the night with Huntsville!s largest fireworks
show.

There will be m
concerning this

more information coming in the near future
esome day of praise, so start planning and praying
finitely want to make this very special day a priority
rfamily and to be a part of this huge community event.

MARTHA WALDRUP & EMILY SCROGGINS

Preschool Ministry

Well, Promotion is only a few weeks away! We are so excited about
the wonderful group of preschool teachers that will be working with us
for the new Sunday School year. All preschool children will be
contacted in the coming weeks by their new teachers. This will be an
exciting time for the children to find out who will be teaching them the
Word of God for the nextyear. The children who are currently in a Two
Year Old Class and who are potty trained will be moving to Puddle
Jumpers Praise and Worship. These children are in for a treat! They
will have the opportunity to participate in many new activities and we
are excited to watch as these children grow in God's Word.

Though we are very excited about our new Puddle Jumper friends, we
will be sad to see our Kindergartners move to the Children's
Department. We will be having a "Big Kid" Party for these children
on Saturday, May 16, from 2-4 pm. They will get to meet their new
teachers and spend some time with Bro. Jason. This will be a very
special time for each of these children as
they move up to River Kids!

Sunday Nights are an exciting time in the

life of our church and we are about to make SUNDAY, MAY 3z

this time even more exciting for our
preschoolers. On Sunday Nights during the
months of June, July, and August we are
going to offer a fun interactive study for our
toddlers through 5 year olds. We are going
into the garden to dig up the Fruit of the
Spirit.  Be on the look out for more
information about this upcoming program.

Don't forget our Mother !s Day Breakfast in
the Preschool Hall at 8:30 am on Mother!s
Day morning. You will have the opportunity
to participate and still make it to your Small
Group or Worship in plenty of time.

Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your
family,
Martha and Emily

Evening- 5:50 pm
202: Larry & Michelle Shields
203: Jeff&Beth Laster
204: Robert& Wendy Moore
SUNDAY, MAY 10z
Mother's Day
No Evening Activities
SUNDAY, MAY' 172
Evening-5:50 pm
202: Kenny & Dee White
203: Shane & Emily Cook
204: John & Lisa Ward
SUNDAY, MAY 245z
Memorial Day Weekend
No EveningActivities
SUNDAY, MAY 31z
Evening-5:50 pm
202: Ken & Lynn Gamber
203: Carla& Rachael Brown
204: Brent& Valerie Owen




